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Annual Cabaret event celebrates diversity
On Saturday, April 8 and Sunday, April 9, 2017, Lawrence International (LI) held its annu-al Cabaret event in Stansbury Theatre. Tickets were $10 for adults and free for students. The Saturday performance began at 6:30 p.m. and the Sunday per-formance began at 3 p.m. with a reception following the Sunday performance. The event was also livestreamed. The theme of this year’s Cabaret was “The Garden of Humanity” to emphasize beauty in a diverse human heritage. LI is a group that supports international students in adjust-ing to life in college and in American society. Both domestic and international students are active within the group. LI orga-nizes formals, dinners, expositions and meetings in addition to the annual Cabaret event. The group has over 350 members and has been established on campus for 41 years. Proceeds from Cabaret ticket sales go towards supporting LI-organized events and activities. All student donations go towards the LI grant, which supports stu-dent internships and research projects. Preparations for Cabaret involved LI board members, group leaders, performers, emcees, a technical support team and other volunteers. Planning for the event began in Fall Term and the LI board worked with International Student Services, Communications and the Theatre Department. Junior Tamanna Akram, the President of LI, said, “[We] create a plan, then hire directors and videographers to discuss what our vision is for the year.” Auditions began Winter Term and the LI board worked on logistical operations through-out the term. Directors for perfor-mances also worked on their piece throughout the year. Junior Jamil Fuller has performed in multiple Cabaret events and organized the gospel choir in this year’s Cabaret. He said, “Just the idea of putting a large group together to create some kind of performance for Cabaret was a really cool experi-ence for me.” He recalled admiring the coordination that went into big group performances in past Cabaret events. Group leaders are also responsible for submit-ting rehearsal schedules, meet-ing with other directors, running group rehearsals and meeting with individual group members. They collaborate with the techni-cal team and begin thinking about elements such as sound, lighting, 
costumes and stage cues. Fuller also commented on the support in preparing the Joyful Choir piece saying, “People have been really helpful in assisting me, being like, ‘oh yeah I’d love to run a sectional for the altos’ and things like that.” Performers also dedicate them-selves to preparing for the event. While it was a challenging sched-ule at times, freshman Yidi Zhang, who performed with the K pop group, commented, “It’s fun to hang out with friends while pre-paring for this event and I enjoyed all the teamwork we did during the preparation.” A group of volun-teers also assisted in preparations in the days leading up to the event. Akram commented that the best part of planning for Cabaret was “seeing the amount of dedication everyone puts in to this event. The performers, volunteers, emcees and the board members do not get paid to do this. We put in a lot of time [and] sacrifice other com-mitments to ensure Cabaret runs smoothly. The amount of commit-ment is incredible.”This year’s Cabaret started with a drumming performance by Sambistas led by Professor of Music Dane Richeson. Performers lined up in the main aisles and filled the room with rhythmic beats. Next, the masters of cer-emonies, seniors Jacob Dalton and Kyle Labak introduced the event after a short montage of Broadway songs. The first per-formance was “Ode of Beauty,” a classical Chinese-style dance, fol-lowed by the duet performance of “Mexican Ballads.” Act One also included a Nepali dance, a German duo, “Dabke” (a traditional dance in seven Arab countries), a Japanese dance, a performance of “A Little Happiness” (a theme song to the popular film “Our Times”), a performance of the Chinese-R&B-rock fusion song “Ju Hua Tai” and the first part of a fashion show. The fashion show featured apparel and flags from numer-ous countries around the world. Following a brief intermission, Act Two included Joyful Choir, the “Vietnamese Totem Birds Dance,” a performance of the contempo-rary Indian song “Jiya Lage Na,” the Thai dance “Tarikipas,” a per-formance of “Te Quiero Tanto, Tanto,” a performance of a Nepali song, K pop dance and the second part of the fashion show. Many of the performances such as the Jordanian dance and Joyful Choir also included musicians on the drums, piano and other instru-ments.Audience members at Cabaret included students, faculty and Appleton community mem-bers. Freshman Christina Sedall who attended the event, said “There were so many people who 
I know through classes or just in general and […] I didn’t know they had those talents.” She went on to say, “[Cabaret] spoke to the way that Lawrence students can collaborate with each other. It was beautiful.”Cabaret emphasizes a diver-sity in cultural backgrounds that students bring to Lawrence. Freshman Anthony Dare, a per-former in this year’s Cabaret, said, “The biggest thing that I learned from this event [was] how diverse Lawrence is, how many different groups are here and how many people want to learn about differ-ent countries.” He went on to say, “I think it’s really amazing espe-cially since Lawrence is all about inclusivity and diversity.”Junior Malik Graham, a vol-unteer for Cabaret, said, “I’m hop-ing that students at Lawrence 
become more involved with the international students and also maybe [attendees] related to something that they saw on stage and [thought], ‘I would love to get involved with K pop next year’ or ‘I’d like to listen to that kind of music that I heard.’ Hopefully there is more integration between non-international and interna-tional students, that they come together and be more cohesive.” The theme for Cabaret this year also stimulated new perspec-tives on diversity. Zhang com-mented, “The Garden of Humanity means all kinds of diversity including the U.S. For U.S. citi-zens, we foreign students are part of the diversity, but for us foreign students, the U.S. is part of the diversity.” She went on to say, “We all learn to accept and appreciate the beauty of diversity. 
Cabaret offers me a new perspec-tive toward myself and every-one else in the U.S. Cabaret also allows me to know more about my friends, everyone around me and Lawrence itself better. I respect this community more and enjoy it more as I love it more!”Akram said, “Cabaret pro-vides a platform for students to share their cultures and there is a lot of work and effort that goes into it. I hope the Lawrence com-munity and beyond understand the impact it has on everyone in the show and continue working on making this a success.” 
Hannah Kinzer
Staff Writer
_____________________
Cabaret performances included  traditional Chinese and Vietnamese dances.
Photos by Luke Payne.
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Visiting lecturer discusses future of Eurozone
Aslett
Photo by Emily Midyette
On Wednesday, April 4, Kevin Aslett ‘13 gave a lecture titled “Breaking Up is Hard to Do: Why the Eurozone will Survive.” Aslett was visiting from the University of Washington, where he is pursuing a Ph.D. degree in political science. The colloquium took place on the first floor of the Thomas A. Steitz Hall of Science. In his lecture, Aslett summarized his paper by the title of his lecture, which he published in the journal 
Economies last year. In his paper he compares the Eurozone to a relationship, which gets harder and harder to end as time passes.  The Eurozone is the set of European Union countries that use the euro as their national cur-rency. Aslett’s argument was that, although there are certainly eco-nomic drawbacks for many coun-tries to be part of the Eurozone, they will not leave. He grouped the economic issues into four main points: differences in the economic structures of member countries, weak labor mobility, a weak fiscal center and a lack of a last-resort lender.  Aslett explained that there are two general types of economic structures: those with export-led growth and huge foreign market power and those with demand-
led growth and less foreign mar-ket power. The export-led econo-mies, which tend to be Northern European countries, shut demand-led economies out of international trade and so ended up with more money.  Normally, countries in the position of these demand-led economies would depress their currency to be able to compete with other countries. But because they all share the same currency, depreciation isn’t an option. So, these demand-led economies suf-fer by having to use the euro, giv-ing them a reason to want to leave the Eurozone.  “The lack of labor mobility between countries in the Eurozone presents another economic chal-lenge,” explained Aslett. In the US, if one state suffers an economic shock, workers move to another state and spread the weight of unemployment across the coun-try. In Europe, workers can-not migrate easily. “This causes the shocks that occur to stay in their country, and not even out,” Aslett explained. “So there is a 20% unemployment gap between Spain and Germany.”  The U.S. has the executive branch as its fiscal center. The Eurozone does not have as strong a fiscal center as U.S. does, but relies on the European Union (EU) to collect and distribute mone-tary assistance when needed. “In Northern Europe, there is an image of Southern European coun-
tries as lazy and inefficient,” Aslett explained. “So, in the media, there is rhetoric around not redistribut-ing wealth to them.”  This means that the Southern European coun-tries that need assistance cannot get it.  Furthermore, because all of the countries use the euro, they do not have their own last-resort lending banks, and have to rely on European Central Bank, which is wary about lending to countries that seem unable to repay the debt.However, Aslett explained that these economic hardships pale in comparison to the damage that leaving the Eurozone would inflict. Leaving would mean cre-ating an entirely new currency and renegotiating all existing eco-nomic deals in this new currency, while also continuing the vast number of daily transactions dur-ing transition.  “Countries would also lose their credit standing if they were to leave the Eurozone,” Aslett said. Using a common currency gives some measure of reliability, and this would be lost if the coun-tries switched to their own cur-rency. “And these countries need this credit,” said Aslett. Leaving the Eurozone also means losing the shared infrastructure and net-works of lawyers, bankers and accountants that all member countries share because of their common currency. Considering all these results, leaving is a very 
harmful course of action.  “Then there are the large immediate costs of leaving” con-tinued Aslett, “like the costs of printing new money, building new ATMs and fixing an exchange rate.”Aslett acknowledged that the EU and the Eurozone are incom-plete projects that still have some problems. But he explained that “we expect, over time, these prob-lems will be fixed.” Among other changes, he predicted that “insti-tutions will be developed to dis-tribute wealth in times of shocks.” Aslett said, “the US currency situ-ation took a long time to get right. We’ve had around 200 years to work it through.”  The fact that the Eurozone is a work in progress suggests the political benefits of remaining 
within the Eurozone. As a work in progress, reforms are continually being made. According to Aslett, the member countries “are in a privileged position to influence reforms as time goes on.” If they left, “they would lose this ability to get financial help and influence reforms.”Aslett ended by reaffirm-ing his stance that the Eurozone functioned like a relationship and member countries were already too well integrated to find it worth leaving.  
To promote interdisciplin-ary research and healing, Zabdiel Ek-Vazquez ‘16 presented his research on the biopsychologi-cal effects of racism in a lecture called “Healing the Brown Body: Biosychological Traces of Racism” hosted by NeuroLawrence on Friday, April 7 from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. in the Warch Campus Center Cinema. There was also a work-shop held by Ek-Vazquez the next day on how to apply his research to real life situations.According to NeuroLawrence member, senior Deepankar Tripurana, the organization “wanted to bring in people who 
were doing fusion work that doesn’t fall into a specific niche.” “All departments are becom-ing more interdisciplinary and we wanted to show students that alumni are doing [interdisciplin-ary] work,” continued Tripurana.“[Zabdiel’s] research is really unique because usually people think of research as being stuck in a lab and diversity [work] as social justice education,” said Tripurana. “His research combines both spheres. He’s researching how stress and harm that come from racism and other ethnocentric beliefs [affect] marginalized peo-ple, like people of color, and how they experience it biologically and culturally.” Ek-Vazquez presented this work on Friday in his lecture, which focused on how ancestral 
knowledge can be fused with modern science. He began with a demonstration of Tochtli—a type of dance—and asked the audi-ence to guess what they thought it was representing. After a few guesses someone suggested that it was a rabbit, which was cor-rect, as Tochtli means rabbit in Nahuatl—a language native to southern Mexico and Central America. Then he showed how certain dance moves reflect brain activity, comparing different ways the brain works with rabbits’ movements.Next, Ek-Vazquez discussed institutionalized racism and how it affects health. He showed an image of children of different races all attending a school, with a cap-tion reading “Diversity.” He then asked what was wrong with the 
photo, which stumped the audi-ence. Ek-Vazquez then pointed out that the problem with this is that all the children were at what was clearly a white school rather than a school belonging to their own culture. Claiming that this image showed diversity was wrong since it erases the ways other cultures would teach. Ek-Vazquez showed how this is also very present in sci-ence and medicine. According to Ek-Vazquez, there are myths say-ing, “science is white and healthy is white.” Much of their leading causes include the food, job, qual-ity education and recreational deserts. Institutionalized racism creates these myths that persist in areas mostly populated by people of color and poor people. Some very healthy activities such as 
yoga and veganism have been sto-len from people of color commu-nities and need to be attributed to them. Attributing these prac-tices to the communities that they originated not only leads to encouraging more inclusive sci-ence, but also allows people to connect more with their culture. Ek-Vazquez then stated how peo-ple who can connect to their cul-ture are more healthy than those who do not have that connection. This was shown with a study com-paring the health of immigrants to that of their children.To get involved in events sim-ilar to this, NeuroLawrence meets from 8 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Thursdays in the Thomas A. Steitz Hall of Science Room 127.
The NetherlandsIn Arnhem on Sunday, April 2, five teenagers attacked a gay couple when they held hands while walking down the street. This sparked protests in the couple’s town, The Hague, and also in Eindhoven this past Saturday, April 8. Among the demonstrators was a politician, who sent a photo of himself holding hands with his male colleague. This created a ripple effect that spread to the Dutch Embassy in London and New York, with Dutch ambassadors holding hands—all of which have gone viral on the internet in protest of the brutal beating of the couple. The investigation of the teenage assailants is still ongoing.  
AustraliaOff the coast of Australia lies a strange island known as Ball’s Pyramid, with a soaring moun-tain that reaches to 1,844 feet at its peak. The mountain is the remnants of an ancient vol-cano. The island, along with its strange and exquisite inhabit-ants, such as tree lobsters — black insects about the size of a human hand — was discov-ered in 1778 by the British Navy. This species was previ-ously thought to have gone extinct after black rats from the navy’s ships devoured most of the insects. Now, how-ever, Australian scientists have found a 24 member colony of them living on Ball’s Pyramid in the mountain. The scientists are trying to help rebuild the species’ number.
South AmericaAcross a large portion of the continent, three extinct species of marsupial family were discov-ered in 13 million year old fos-sils called the Palaeothentidae. Some of the ancient marsupials were fruit-eating, while others ate insects or a combination of both. Scientists are uncertain as to why the creatures went extinct, but the shrew-opossums are thought to be their only descendants. A the-ory of their extinction was climate change, but currently scientists have no evidence. There’s a pos-sible fourth species as well, but researchers are still investigating.  
LibyaAfricans travelling to Europe are being kidnapped and sold in slave markets or kept for ransom. The men are beaten and forced to call their family who might be able to pay for their release. If the families cannot pay, the men are killed or starved to death. A vic-tim whose family got him out was immediately sent to the hospi-tal, and weighed only 77 pounds due to malnutrition. The women are sold as sex slaves to private Libyan clients. 
Compiled by Britt Beermann
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Alumnus presents interdisciplinary research
In the lecture, Aslett explained why countries don’t leave the Eurozone.
Photo by Emily Midyette.
Ben Hollenstein
For The Lawrentian
_____________________
Rikke Sponheim
For The Lawrentian
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The Hat Trick
“Appointment”
“Blasphemy”
Excerpts from an overactive imagination.
Tia Colbert
Staff Writer
_________________________________
 a serial story written by the Creative Writing Club. 
SETTING: Studio apartment. It is 
midday. LORRAINE is sitting at the 
kitchen island. LORRAINE: 75… 80… 83. Frick, that’s not enough. 
She sighs I really wanted that camera, too. Oh well, guess I’ll pay my rent instead. 
Knock on the door.LORRAINE: No one’s home!ETTA: Muffled exasperation Lor-raine!
LORRAINE: Oh, fine. She opens 
the door What brings you here on this outstanding Saturday?ETTA: Crosses arms You know why I’m here, Lorraine.LORRAINE: Yeah, but pretending I don’t is so much fun.ETTA: Are you ready?LORRAINE: Yeah, yeah. Stop rush-ing me.ETTA: I wouldn’t need to if you didn’t take forever…LORRAINE: Wait! I need to show you something.ETTA: Warning Lorraine…
LORRAINE: You’re gonna love it! Come on!
She runs to a corner in the apart-
ment. ETTA watches, impatient.LORRAINE: Ta da!
She holds up two ball gowns.ETTA: You didn’t!LORRAINE: Smiling Of course I did.
ETTA grabs one of the gowns.ETTA: Oh, this is gorgeous.LORRAINE: They’ll be perfect for this weekend. But, of course, there are other things we’ll have to get as well. Heels, earrings-ETTA: Lorraine.LORRAINE: Wristlets, oh! Tiny purses-ETTA: Lorraine…LORRAINE: And we can’t forget going somewhere for our hair-ETTA: Lorraine!LORRAINE: What, Etta?! Can’t you hear I’m trying to plan?ETTA: I know what you’re doing.LORRAINE: Planning?
ETTA: Annoyed We need to go, now.LORRAINE: Defeated Fine.
She grabs her purse and walks 
toward the door.ETTA: Great. Next time, I’m send-ing Jeffrey. LORRAINE: For what?They leave the apartment. LOR-
RAINE locks the door.ETTA: It would be funny if any-thing.LORRAINE: Firmly There won’t be a next time.ETTA: Lorraine, you have to go to the dentist every six months.LORRAINE: Covering her ears La la la, I can’t hear you.
ETTA shakes her head.THE END
Where am I? How did I get here? 
Who am I?“Where did I place my hat?” Blemy thought to himself as he walked down the dark hall. He felt something under his feet. He looked down to find a mechanic’s hat with goggles. “Thank you, God! This is exactly what I need!” exclaimed Blemy, placing the hat on top of his head. “This must be my lucky day,” he thought to himself, beaming.His real name was Blasphemy, but everyone called him Blemy for short. It was the name his mother gave him because she had cursed God the day he was born. Blemy was an ordinary guy with an ordinary job as one of the ship’s mechanics. He wasn’t the brightest bulb on the chandelier, but he was a kind man. Blemy did not have much, but as long as he was still breathing, he was happy. Blemy sauntered down the star-board of the ship, smiling and waving to all his crewmates. He had a few minutes to spare before work, so he decided to visit his friend Doc, the doctor. Doc was a very smart man. Blemy knew he wasn’t smart, but he liked how Doc never made him feel bad about his low IQ. After greeting Blemy, Doc point-ed at his head and asked, “Where did you get that hat? It looks very hand-some on you.”“This ol’ thing? I found it in the bottom of my dresser this morning.” “Can I have a look at it?”Blemy took the hat off his head and gingerly handed it to Doc. Doc examined it. “Mind if I try it?”A sudden feeling of possessive-ness washed over Blemy. For reasons unknown to him, he snatched the hat back.“On second thought, no. It’s my hat.” “I was just going to try it on,” said Doc. “I wasn’t going to steal it.”“Right, I’m sorry,” apologized Blemy. “I don’t know what came over me.” “Still, I must confess, I borrowed your swiss army knife the other day without asking you. I had a last—minute emergency operation where I needed it, and I figured you would be okay with it being gone for a couple of minutes. But alas, I must apologize. I lost it.”“You lost it?” growled Blemy angrily. He had never owned anything as a child, so when he became an adult he decided to buy something for 
himself with the money he made. The swiss army knife was Blemy’s most prized possession.“Easy now, Blemy. I didn’t mean to lose it.”“You don’t understand,” Blemy huffed. “I’m not upset that you bor-rowed the knife, but you did it without asking me! You know how much that knife meant to me.”“I know, but I can buy you a bet-ter one brand new.”“I don’t want a new knife!” bel-lowed Blemy, clenching his fists.“Calm down, Blemy. There’s no need to get angry. How can I make it up to you?”Blemy wanted to forgive Doc, but he heard a little voice in his head reminding him that Doc lost his most valuable possession, and must pay. Blemy clenched his fists, drew his arm back, and punched Doc in the face. Doc fell onto the floor and held his bleed-ing nose. “Blemy, I’m sorry! What’s come over you?“That’s it! Give the man what he deserves!” Blemy heard the voice chime in his head. With that, Blemy grabbed Doc by the collar. His hand reached for the wrench on his tool belt. Acting only on instincts, Blemy drew the wrench, and struck Doc in the head. Tears began to form in Blemy’s eyes as Doc took his final gasp of air. Then, he was out cold. Blemy’s eyes widened as he gazed at the limp body in his hands. But the voice hissed, “Finish him off !” Possessed by an unexplainable rage, Blemy hit Doc repeatedly until finally he was through.When he came to his senses, Blemy stared in horror from the bloody wrench to his hands dripping with crimson liquid. He killed the doc-tor! Now there was no one to save the sick people on board. Even worse, he killed his best friend! How could he ever for-give himself? No, it was the voice’s fault! If he had not listened to it, Doc would still be alive. Over-whelmed with confu-sion and sadness, Blemy wept bit-terly.  
I can’t believe I killed an innocent 
man, and on top of that, a friendship. 
No, it wasn’t my fault. I didn’t fuel 
the anger that drove this kind, inno-
cent man to kill. All I want is to find 
my daughter and have her avenge my 
death. I will need to find a new host. 
Where shall I go now?
Comic by Madeira Seaman
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L E T ’ S  G O,  L AW R E N C E !
March brings the madness
With April showers arriv-ing, spring has sprung. With this change of season comes the end of the 2016-2017 NCAA basket-ball season. While many went mad over the men’s division one tournament, results from all three divisions are worthy of note.In the division three wom-en’s tournament, Amherst College came out on top, defeating Tufts in a 52-29 blowout in the final. Amherst was consistently domi-nant throughout the tournament. Their smallest margin of vic-tory came against the University of Mary Washington, a game Amherst won by nine points. A number of Wisconsin teams made appearances in the tournament as well. UW- Whitewater suffered a first round defeat to Hope College, 78-71. UW- Superior suffered a similar early demise, falling to St. Thomas 98-56 in the round of 64. That said, Wisconsin’s greatest bane appeared to be Washington University St. Louis. Wash U took down St. Norbert in the first round 73-54, and felled UW- Oshkosh in the third round, 64-49. UW- Oshkosh was Wisconsin’s top appearing team in the women’s division three tournament this year. This season, Lawrence faced the St. Norbert team, falling 70-37.On the division three men’s side, Babson College reigned supreme, edging out Augustana College in the final, with a score of 79-78. Wisconsin teams put on a strong showing in the men’s tour-nament. Both UW- River Falls and UW- Whitewater made it out of the first round. Both teams how-ever were eliminated in the round of 32. Additionally, U.W. Oshkosh appeared, but was knocked out in the first round. Finally, con-ference rival Ripon College quali-fied for the tournament, but fell in the first round to Washington University St. Louis. This season Lawrence faced the Whitewater team once, falling 97-17. The 
Vikings also faced Ripon twice, falling 82-44 and 83-67.While Lawrence did not qualify for the national tourna-ment, men’s or women’s, the per-formances of conference rivals St. Norbert and Ripon demonstrates that schools of Lawrence’s caliber can be successful on the national stage.In the men’s division II tour-nament, Northwest Missouri State University bested Fairmont state for the division two title, 71-61. UW- Parkside was the only Wisconsin team to appear in the tournament, falling to Bellarmine in the first round, 72-61. In the women’s division II tourna-ment, Ashland flattened Virginia Union 93-77 to claim the title. No Wisconsin teams appeared in the tournament this year.In the men’s division 1 tour-nament, North Carolina defeated Gonzaga in the final, with a score of 71-65. UW- Madison was the only Wisconsin team in the tour-nament this year. The Badgers made an impressive run, defeating Virginia Tech in the first round, Villanova in the second and falling to Florida in the third.Finally, in the women’s division 1 tournament, South Carolina reigned supreme, defeat-ing Mississippi state 67 to 55 in the final. Two Wisconsin teams appeared in the tournament, but neither made it out of the first round. UW- Green Bay fell to Purdue, 74-62, and Marquette fell to Quinnipiac 68 to 65. This tour-nament was of particular note, as it saw the end of the University of Connecticut’s 111 game win streak. In the Semifinals, UConn faced Mississippi and lost 66-64. The streak, which began in 2014, included two national champion-ships.As always, March Madness proved to be an exciting start to the spring. With the tournament at its close, it comes time to reflect on the past season’s victories and defeats and to begin crafting one’s bracket for the 2018 tournament.
Hot weather means hot starts for the track and field team 
Track and field’s spring 
season has arrived this April. 
The weather is warmer for our 
track team to participate in the 
upcoming outdoor tournaments. 
The team has just come back 
from a successful Midwest indoor 
conference and now they are 
preparing for the Private College 
Championships on April 8 and 
Wisconsin Lutheran Invitational 
on April 22. Following the inter-
view of Junior Teddy Kortenhof, 
let’s see what our Track and Field 
team has achieved this year and 
the team’s plan for the future sea-
son ahead.
Victor Nguyen: Hi Teddy. Both Lawrence men and women fin-ished eighth place at the Midwest Conference (MWC) indoor con-ference last March. As a veteran on the team, what do you think about this result?
Teddy Kortenhof: The team was really happy with how the indoor conference went. We had some really strong performances which was really fun to see. 
VN: What about the individual performances for the men’s and 
women’s teams?
TK: For our men’s team, our distance star sophomore Josh Janusiak won the men’s 5000m, which was really big. It is cool to see Josh keep blossoming as a strong athlete for the team. He also finished fourth in the 3000m as well, which was great. And then freshman Noah Shea did very well, especially for a fresh-man. Compared with Noah, we have freshman Will Nichols who is a good jumper and a strong sprinter. Will successfully set up the Vikings’ record of 200m. He actually broke both the indoor and outdoor record in one indoor race. But the record did not count for the outdoor track. So, this outdoor season, he hopes to take a swing into the record too. Now, the weather is warmer and the track is bigger so we can run faster in the outdoor track. On the women’s side, junior Hannah Kinzer came out of nowhere and took third in the women 5000m. Senior Kate Kilgus placed third in the distance medley team and only one second less than the Vikings’ mile record. The wom-en’s sprint Medley relay team did really well as well, placing third in the conference.
VN: One of the Vikings’ fresh-men, Noah Shea, has finished a wonderful performance and was awarded the Newcomer of the Year. What do you think about this award?
TK: Noah Shea won the league’s Newcomer of the Year Award and was the only freshman to win an individual title at the conference championships. This was a new thing in the conference this year: they gave the award to the top ranking freshman student in the conference and Noah deserved that. He had some successful per-formances, especially the triple jump record. One interesting fact is that in track and field, when they started giving the Newcomer Award, they give it to freshman Joe Kortenhof who was also run-ning for Lawrence. This award was given twice, and both times were for the Vikings.
VN: Other freshmen are having some really good performances in the conference too! Is it a sign that the track program is getting bigger and stronger this year?
TK: Yes, it is! The Cross Country program is getting stronger and the Track and Field program is getting stronger too, so we are excited for the future. 
VN: What do you think about the current team’s strong points and weaknesses? Is there any way to eliminate these weaknesses before the upcoming tourna-ment?
TK: First of all, we are a small team, only about 30-35 people – which is a small size for a track team. We continue to have some outstanding performers but without a large team it is hard to score high in the conference. One person can run faster but he can keep up with everything and soon be exhausted. This year we are growing bigger. There are a couple new throwers, a couple new sprinters and a couple new distance runners. We had a cou-ple people who were on the swim team in the winter join the team this spring, so our roster is much stronger than the last season.
VN: With this beautiful weather, is there anything new to the team’s practice?
TK: Foremost, now it is warm out. It is a lot easier to practice. A lot of the teams we compete with have indoor tracks which we don’t have here. So, in the winter, we had to run outside, which was cold and wet. We had to cancel many workouts, and in 
general, that is not good. But now it is warm out so we can practice with the outdoor track any time we want, which is really big. For example, the pole vaulting team used to have to go to Green Bay to practice two nights a week, but now they can practice every day because everything was finally set up. 
VN: How do you guys plan for the upcoming season? What is the team’s goal for it? 
TK: As a team we want to con-tinue what we have started in the indoor season. We also want to place higher in the upcoming out-door conference than the indoor. The most important thing that we want to keep is strong indi-vidual performance. So we are hoping for people to come out of nowhere like Hannah did to get in the race and really run away with it! We also have a couple of good ones who will come back to the track. We are hoping to see some cool stuff from them in the next few weeks. 
VN: Thank you for the interview! Good luck to the team in the upcoming tournament!
Tennis slams to third in conference
After a rough weekend of conference matchups in which the Vikings lost to both Grinnell College and Cornell University, the Lawrence University men’s ten-nis team looked to bounce back in their three matches this past weekend. They played host to Knox College on Saturday, April 8 and Monmouth College and Illinois College on Sunday, April 9.The Vikings dominated the matchup against Knox (1-10, 1-1 MWC). Lawrence started strong in the double round winning all three matches and only drop-ping two games on the way to those three victories. The team of senior David Jumes and junior Bill Schuman-Kline won the No. 1 doubles match 8-1 and freshman Connor Maloney and sophomore David Brooker won the No. 2 dou-bles match 8-1 as well. In the No. 3 doubles match, the freshman duo of Aidan Delgado and Cade Francour won with a perfect score of 8-0. In the singles round, Jumes won the No. 1 singles matchup and Schuman-Kline won the No. 2 singles matchup, each with 6-1, 6-1 victories. Maloney won the No. 3 singles match 6-2, 6-2. The Vikings were perfect at the No. 4 and No. 6 singles matches as Delgado and Brooker won their matches 6-0, 6-0. At the No. 5 matchup, Francour picked up a near perfect 6-0, 6-1 win. Overall, the Vikings won 9-0 and only dropped 11 games total.   Lawrence then had a busy day of action on Sunday, April 9 starting with their match against Monmouth (5-9, 2-1 MWC). In the doubles round, the Vikings picked 
up two victories as Jumes and Schuman-Kline won the No. 1 dou-bles match 8-1 and Delgado and Francour won the No. 3 doubles match 8-5. In the singles round, Lawrence picked up three addi-tional victories to win the match 5-4. Jumes won the No. 1 singles match 6-3, 6-3, Francour won at the No. 5 slot 6-1, 6-1, and Booker won at the No. 6 slot 6-1, 6-0.Later on in the day, the Vikings also played host to Illinois College (1-6, 1-2 MWC). Lawrence got off to a strong start as they won all three doubles matches and only dropped one game along the way. Jumes and Schuman-Kline at No. 1 doubles and Delgado and Francour at No. 3 doubles each won their matches 8-0. Maloney and Booker won the No. 2 doubles match 8-1. The Vikings went on to sweep all the singles matches as well, posting a 9-0 victory over Illinois College. Francour at No. 5 singles and freshman Yang Zhao at No. 6 singles posted 6-0, 6-0 
victories. Maloney at No. 3 sin-gles and Delgado at No. 4 singles won each of their matches 6-2, 6-2 respectively. Schuman-Kline picked up a 6-0, 7-5 win at No. 2 singles and Jumes added a hard fought 2-6, 6-4, 1-0 (10-4) victory at No. 1 singles to complete the clean sweep. With their three wins this weekend, the Vikings improved their record to 9-8 and 3-2 in the Midwest Conference. They are currently sitting at third in the conference. The team’s goal is to once again qualify for the confer-ence tournament, which takes the top four teams. They are on the right track, but the team knows they must continue to work hard and win matches to achieve their goal. Next up for the Vikings is a visit to St. Norbert College on Wednesday, April 12.
Theodore Kortenhof
Staff Writer
_____________________________________
Molly Dorsuka
Staff Writer
_____________________________________
Victor Nguyen
Staff Writer
_____________________________________
Junior Bill Shuman-Kline warms up Illinois.
Photo by Sarah Grubbe.
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STANDINGS
SOFTBALL
TEAM MWC OVR
St. Norbert 9-1 11-9 
Illinois 5-1 11-7 
Monmouth 3-1 10-9 
Cornell 5-3 14-7
Lake Forest 3-3 12-12 
Grinnell 3-3 5-13
Ripon 3-4 7-14 
Lawrence 2-5 11-12 
Beloit 2-6 5-21 
Knox 0-8 1-15 
  
BASEBALL
TEAM MWC OVR
South
Grinnell 6-2 12-9 
Cornell 5-2 7-12
Knox 2-2 7-7 
Monmouth 2-2 8-9
Illinois 1-7 5-16 
North
St. Norbert 6-2 14-7
Beloit 4-3-1 8-11-1
Ripon 4-4 5-17
Lawrence 1-6-1 4-15-1
MEN’S TENNIS
TEAM MWC OVR
Grinnell 5-0 12-9 
Cornell 4-1 13-10 
Lawrence 3-2 9-8 
Lake Forest 3-2 10-10 
Monmouth 3-2 6-10
St. Norbert 2-3 7-6
Illinois 1-3 2-7 
Knox 1-4 1-13 
Ripon 0-5 0-12 
Marisa Thackston and Sam Belletini
Softball
Brandon Klar
Baseball
by Shane Farrellby Arianna Cohen
Seniors Sam Belletini and 
Marisa Thackston are room-
mates and they consider them-
selves to be similar to “an old 
married couple.” They share the 
captain duties for the Women’s 
Softball team this season. After 
a successful career, Sam and 
Marisa look forward to the cul-
mination of their lives as soft-
ball players, while, at the same 
time, looking back fondly on 
their time as part of the team.
Arianna Cohen: With only three graduating seniors and one junior, you guys have a very young team. What do you do as cap-tains to pick up your younger teammates and prepare them for the upcoming seasons without the seniors?
Marisa Thackston: We try to reiterate that everything we do isn’t about the right now, it’s about the upcoming seasons and life after Lawrence.
AC: How was the transition from player to captain?
Sam Belletini: It wasn’t really an option for me. My position requires me to be a leader. You can’t be a catcher and have no voice. 
MT: Player to captain was difficult in the sense that I didn’t want to overstep my boundaries, but being a part of the program for four years, I was confident that I had the right tools to lead them.
AC: What are your team goals for the end of the season?
SB: We want to take each game one pitch at a time, to play at our level and to not be content.
MT: Ultimately our goal is to make it to the conference tournament at the end of the season, but in order to make it there, we need to take it one game, one inning, one out and one pitch at a time.
AC: With senior night quickly approaching this weekend, how are you feeling about the end of your softball career? 
SB: I still have a year of eligibility left, but I’m already looking forward to bar leagues. (Sam requested a winky face be inserted here).
MT: It’s bittersweet. This is my last time competing competitively, so it’s hard to say goodbye but this is more of a “see you later” because I plan to coach in my future. 
Sam and Marisa want to encourage you to vote for them as Mr. 
and Mrs. Larry U this late spring.
This week I was able to 
talk with senior baseball player 
Brandon Klar. Klar is coming off 
of an impressive spring break per-
formance where he batted .625 
over seven games. He was 15-for-
24 with a .875 slugging percent-
age and 3-for-3 on stolen bases 
which led him to win the Midwest 
Conference Athlete of the Week. 
Currently the baseball team is 
4-15 and 1-6 against conference.
Shane Farrell: How do you feel about being awarded Midwest Conference Athlete of the Week during your Florida trip? 
Brandon Klar: It was definitely a nice honor to receive, but not one I am trying to put too much stock in. I think I speak for the entire baseball team when I say that we have our sights set on the conference tournament and in order to get there we need to keep our foot on the gas through all of conference. 
SF: Statistically you have a phenomenal time. How do you feel you played?
BK: I was seeing the ball really well in Florida so that contributed to some of the statistics. I feel as though, as a team, we played phenomenal baseball down in Florida and it is important for us to continue to do as such.
SF: You are almost halfway through your season. How has the team played so far?
BK: The team has played really well. With the exception of a cou-ple of games, the team has been very competitive in every game and against some very talented teams. 
SF: As a senior, what’s on your mind knowing this is your last season with the team?
BK: I’m honestly just trying to have as much fun as possible. I really could not ask for a better group of guys to play my last sea-son of baseball with, and that has definitely made it easy for me to enjoy every minute of it. 
SF: What are your personal goals and team’s goals this season?
BK: As a team, our goal is to make and win the conference tourna-ment. We have a young group but it is definitely something we can achieve. As far as personal goals are concerned, I am going to do everything I can to help ensure the team can accomplish our goals together. 
SF: Why should people come out to support you guys? 
BK: Lawrentians should come support us for a variety of reasons. Obviously to support classmates and friends, but also because the team should be a fun group of guys to watch. Whether you enjoy watching some great baseball or listening to some funny guys crack jokes each inning, the team is definitely worth a view on the weekends. 
Statistics are courtesy of 
www.midwestconference.org 
and  April. 12, 2017
Upcoming 
Events
Track and FieldThursday, April 13 at 4 p.m. at Schneider Stadium
Men’s TennisWednesday, April 12 at 7:30 p.m. at Western Racquet Club
BaseballSaturday, April 15 at 11 a.m. vs. Illinois Tech
SoftballSaturday, April 15 at 12 p.m. vs. Lake Forest
Photo by Arianna Cohen.
Freshman Brad Olson throws a fastball down the middle.
Photos by Sarah Grubbe.
Photo courtesy of Brandon Klar.
Captain’s
Corner
Viking of the week
Sports in Photos
Senior Marisa Thackston waits for the pitch.
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A Look into Student Spiritual Groups
Going to college is quite the transfor-mative time for many students. Getting away from home and formulating a per-sonal identity is critical to the college expe-rience. One of the many ways that students do this is by collecting under a shared viewpoint and engaging with the broader campus community with those values in mind. Even at a small school like Lawrence, the diversity among the student body lends to the conception of a vast network of stu-dent religious groups, all of which play an important role in the broader spiritual life on campus. The first among these groups is the Lawrence Christian Fellowship (LCF). LCF is a religious group on campus that offers community to students and faculty of Christian faiths. A large weekly meeting is held on Wednesday’s nights at Warch. Each meeting brings in new speakers to cover different themes throughout the year, the current theme being ‘building bridges.’ LCF also puts on multiple smaller meetings that are held at various times during the week. LCF is open to people of many different religious backgrounds. “The Fellowship is a very welcoming community. Anyone who is even curious about the group and the faith can come check it out. Any questions would be answered happily by the leaders,” said senior Kelsie Kohlmeyer. LCF also has infor-mation about Fox Valley churches and can offer rides to people interested in the ser-
vices. Every Sunday, ‘Post Church Brunch’ is held by the group in Andrew Commons for anyone interested. A newer spiritual group on cam-pus is the Multifaith Council. The council is not considered a religious group, but more of a group open to all students, faculty and staff to engage in interfaith dialogue and to learn about perspectives of different religions. The council, which is brand-new to Lawrence, was spearheaded by Dean of Spiritual and Religious Life Linda Morgan-Clement. The council held their first retreat on April 1, where non-members could see what an interfaith dialogue looks like. Morgan-Clement said, “So many media outlets are talking about religion in both positive and negative contexts, but I hope LU students actually want to understand and not just take information in the way people tell them to. The Multifaith Council gives the chance for students to gain per-spective of what is going on in various religious and non-religious traditions.” The council creates an interfaith event or activ-ity for the whole campus each term. It will also try to hold two more dialogue events for students in Spring Term.  Lawrence University Unitarian Universalists (UU) is a group that is focused on the religion called Unitarian Universalism. UU has gone through many different carnations, with the current one being the third in Lawrence history.  Sophomore John Newhall said, “The religion is a big part of my life, so my con-versation naturally tends to move towards it. Through conversation, I found more 
UU’s, and then I decided to try and form the group again.” The Unitarian Universalists are trying to build up membership and are open to anyone who is interested and wants to know more about the faith. Since Appleton has one of the biggest Unitarian Universalism congregations in the country, it’s no surprise that the Lawrence cam-pus has a growing community of spiritual support for UU. Meetings are held weekly at  Sabin House and open discussions are built around questions that talk about their experiences with the faith.  Hillel is a religious group that celebrates the Jewish faith and provides a community for Jewish students. Freshman and Vice President of Hillel Ora Raymond described the faith as “religious, but also cultural. People take away what they want from it.” This week, Hillel held a fun version of the Seder Meal called ‘Chocolate Seder Meal.’ They replaced the traditional Seder Meal food with chocolate food and drink. Instead of drinking wine, people drank chocolate milk and ate bittersweet choco-late in place of the bitter herbs. The larger, official Seder will be held on April 14 in Warch Campus Center. People who would like to observe and learn about the Jewish faith are welcome to come to the meetings. “It’s really nice to be around people of simi-lar cultures,” Raymond said, “especially in a place where there aren’t many Jews.” Hillel holds weekly meetings on Friday nights where they talk about each other’s weeks and have traditional prayer.  Lawrence University Pagan 
Society (LUPS) is an educational and safe space for Pagans on campus and meets at Sabin House every week. Junior Calyx Moore, the head of the society, describes Paganism as an umbrella term for mul-tiple religions. Moore explained, “You can ask five different Pagans what Paganism is and you will get five different answers. Paganism is a unifying desire in religious and spiritual practice to help the Earth and practice magic.” LUPS hopes to widen the campus community’s horizons and correct those who think Paganism is black magic or are evil worshippers. “We are not differ-ent from everyone else, we just do different things,” commented Moore. In the past, Pagan Society raised donations through tarot cards and palm readings and hopes to do a similar event this term. On April 11 from 8-10 p.m., LUPS will be hosting an open event called “S’mores Under the Moon” for anyone who is interested in learning about Paganism or just wants to stop by and enjoy s’mores by the fire. Over spring midterm reading peri-od, LUPS is planning a trip out to a nature preserve for the first of six harvest festivals. The student religious organiza-tions at Lawrence center their focus on educating the campus about what they do and providing a safe space for those with any religion to talk about what spirituality mean to them. Building a strong and inclu-sive spiritual life on campus is a great way to bring such a diverse community together and expand respect of all viewpoints. 
Karina Barajas & Sarah Wells
Staff Writers
_______________________________________________
SLUG gears up for Spring
The Sustainable Lawrence University Gardens (SLUG) has been a critical part of the campus community since its conception twelve years ago. Members of SLUG leave one big, green thumbprint on the everyday workings of the campus, from providing produce for Andrew Commons, the occa-sional honey sales and other popular house events such as Bread and Buttons. But there is a lot more to SLUG than what meets the eye, especially as the temperature rises.  SLUG was started 12 years ago as a product of Professor Jeff Clark’s Urban Agriculture class and has blossomed ever since. Since SLUG’s conception, this term marks the first time that the class has been offered again and much of the class has been focused on revamping SLUG and mak-ing it more efficient.The garden uses a half of their quarter-acre plot due to hills, but they maximize the most of their space. A hoop house for warm-weather crops like peppers occupies the side of the garden closest to the river. Peach and apple trees, blackberry bushes and rows of vegetables and herbs are only some of the plants occupying the garden. SLUG even has an area of “kiddo” beds, called such because of their small size and because they contain hardy plants for when schools come to visit. Having a long Wisconsin winter lead-ing into warmer weather lends itself to extensive planning. Junior Jenny Hanrahan, the upcoming garden manager, explains, “During the winter we plan different com-
munity events. We bring in speakers and spend a lot of time learning different parts of the garden. Our SLUG Bjorklunden trip in the winter is when we take inventory of all our seeds and actually set out a plan of what we will grow the next year, so that’s always really exciting.”Hanrahan argues that the garden plan is not solely based on what will make money or what will be easy to grow. “It’s like our playground,” she said.  “With the exception of tomatoes, which are sort of a cash crop, it’s all stuff that we want to grow. Some of it’s based on curiosity, and some of it is people really liking a specific vegetable, so it’s very much designed by the students.” When asked what Lawrence students can look forward to from SLUG this spring, Hanrahan exclaimed, “Oh man! There is so much! We’re building a shed for the bees and I have a passion project to maximize seating ability in the garden. We’re going to grow a lot of things we’ve never grown before.”To ready the garden for spring crops, SLUG members have spent time this week ‘double digging,’ which is a process of cul-tivating the soil in the beds for better aera-tion and drainage. “One of the greatest things about com-ing out of winter is seeing life happening,” Hanrahan said. “My favorite thing is the network and community that exists that’s so tied together by our love for the garden.”Any students interested in joining the thriving SLUG community, check out the garden hours posted around campus. There are also weekly meetings, which are held in the Geology Seminar Room (Youngchild 218) every Tuesday at 8 p.m. 
Grace Reif
Staff Writer
_______________________________________________
We want your voice in our publication.
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If interested, visit lawrentian.com/apply.
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Throughout the world, people con-glomerate images, artifacts, the written word and countless other means of com-munications within the walls of museums. These buildings represent a culture’s past, present and future. The work that goes into curating, maintaining and understanding museums is as vast as the materials that they showcase. That is why Lawrence offers Museum Studies as an Interdisciplinary Area. This unique area of study offers an enriching perspective on the art of muse-ums here at Lawrence University.The area of Museum Studies sets out to give students the tools to understand the principles of museums and other similar institutions. With these principles in mind, students specializing in an array of other majors like art history and natural sciences can go out and start working in museums themselves, understanding the skills and know-how that go along with working in a museum.Director and Curator of the Wriston Art Center Galleries, Museum Studies Interdisciplinary Area Program and Adjunct 
Assistant Beth A. Zinsli defined Museum Studies as, “The study of the museum and its collections and exhibitions as an object of critical inquiry. You might study a text in English class, or a painting in Art History, in Museum Studies you’re looking at the entire collection and institution that’s the object of study.”Museum Studies works well into the idea of a liberal arts education. It covers a large amount of information and tries to fit all that information together. As Zinsli stated, “Some very small percentage of any given museum’s collection are on display at any given time, so you have to won-der how they decide what gets shown.” Since a museum is home to many different objects and paintings, studying the muse-ums requires students to see how those objects connect in order to envision cohe-sive curations.In order to fulfill a Museum Studies Interdisciplinary Area Major, students must take courses on Historic Preservation and Intro to Art Museums. From there, the area becomes widely flexible. Students can fulfill independent studies working in the Wriston Art Gallery or the University Galleries. Students also have the opportu-nity to intern at museums or historic sites around the state.“What I enjoy most is the museum as 
a place where you don’t really realize how you’re being lead through or given particu-lar knowledge about works of art, historical objects or natural history,” Zinsli stated. “The museum seems to be a really neutral space and, in fact, it’s quite subjective.”Museum Studies upholds a wide num-ber of means to get students engaged in their area of study. One of the facets of the Museum Studies program is its growing Anthropology collections. Whether you’re a student interested in the preservation of art, specimens, textiles or pieces of history from the surrounding Wisconsin area, the Museum Studies houses these and more materials in the Wriston Art Center for stu-dents to examine. Students need to be able to understand a broad amount of information in preserv-ing these objects. In this understanding, they can best be prepared for going out to find jobs in museums that curate a broad amount of stories and ideas. Museums are vast labyrinths of a culture and students need to be aware of this vastness in order to do it justice in their own work environ-ments. As Zinsli stated, “You need to be able to take very big pictures about the social implications of this exhibition and assess how it changes the way we think about the subject of the exhibition. I always think 
about the Primitivism in the 20th century exhibition in the Museum of Modern Art and what a huge controversy it was to have the curators draw certain conclusions between Modern Art and African Art. It sort of changed how we understand both.Zinsli’s wish for her students is that “they are more compelled to go to museums and that they understand what’s going on behind the scenes. I hope they can under-stand the interpretations of the objects on display no matter what they are and I hope they get a better understanding of museums as an integral institution to our society.” The interdisciplinary area of Museum Studies offers a special chance for students to learn more about how museums affect the way we interpret an object or artwork. Moreover, it gives students the chance to wonder why it was set up to be interpreted that way. The department is full of faculty who are skilled at asking big questions and compiling their expertise to best help stu-dents prepare for the tasks that go into curating a museum. Walking down the hall of any museum, the spotlight is not just the object on display but on how that object was chosen, why it was chosen and what that choice communicates.
Katie Mueller
Staff Writer
_________________________________
Sell Us Your Major: Museum Studies
Photo Feature: The Great 
British Bake-Off
From left to right: Freshman Maria Santos, senior Katie Nelson and senior Maddy Brotherton prepare 
Bakewell Tarts.
A photo of the finished Bakewell Tarts, enjoyed after 
watching an episode of The Great British Bake-off.
Hidden Figures of Lawrence: 
Mason Baez
This column is devoted to highlight-
ing staff members that play a huge role in 
the everyday experiences of the Lawrence 
community. The goal is to focus on the 
“Hidden Figures” of Lawrence University and 
their interests both within, and outside of 
Lawrence.You may simply know him as the “Bagel Guy,” but Mason Baez’s position making bagels and hot pressed food in the cafe is only one side to a man with many interests and talents. Baez has been working for Bon Appetit since April of 2016. Before making his way to the café, he was a cook in the pizza kitchen and back kitchen as well as a dishwasher with Bon Appetit. Baez is quite experienced in the restaurant business, having also worked as a host at Glass Nickel Pizza Co. and a dishwasher at Galvan’s Restaurant before coming to Lawrence. Regarding his current position at the bagel station in the café, Baez said, “I’m usu-ally more than willing to lend a hand to co-workers in need.” Baez’s favorite part about working at Lawrence is each interaction he has with the staff and students, which make the day fly by. When he is not behind the café counter, Baez has many interests that keep him busy outside of the workday.  “My free time is spent taking what the 
day throws at me,” Baez said. He likes to spend his free time doing many different things. Among the grocery shopping and taking road trips to ‘aimless destinations,’ Baez said he also enjoys spending time with his girlfriend and furthering his love of music.  “Ever since I was a young child, I’ve had a love for music,” Baez said. That musi-cal passion never faded away, and now Baez has a large inventory of instruments, including an electric guitar, electric bass guitar, acoustic guitar, a didgeridoo, bongos and a mini keyboard. Baez has also built his own vocal booth from scrap wood and is working on music production, something he has recently started to prioritize in his daily life. As Lawrence students will understand, it is not uncommon to be multi-interested and multi-talented. Beyond music, Baez loves art, particularly drawing and paint-ing. He also loves to learn about vintage vehicles and engines. Baez recalled, “It all started when my grandfather let me drive his riding lawnmower at the age of five. As soon as he wasn’t looking, I caught the need for speed.” He began building pre-70s GM motors with his father shortly after and together, they worked to fully restore a 1967 GTO Hardtop as well as a 1965 and a 1966 Ford Thunderbird.Lastly, Baez says he has a love of nature. Whether it is going for walks or bike rides, Baez said, “Being outside in general is ben-
Juliana Olsen-Valdez
Staff Writer
_______________________________
Mason Baez standing next to the bagel station in the cafe.
Photo by Larissa Davis.
eficial for my own sanity.” In his adventures in the outdoors, he has gone to see the larg-est waterfall in Wisconsin and has climbed the lofty bluffs of Devil’s Lake State Park. Unfortunately, after a recent broken ankle and a severe car accident shortly after, he has struggled with regaining his full mobil-ity. Baez has stayed positive, however, and assured “Over time, I have progressed, as time heals all things.”With so many hobbies and hidden tal-ents, it is no surprise that Mason Baez has made it on the Lawrentian’s Hidden Figures list. Baez’s role as the “Bagel Guy” at Lawrence is just one of the many roles he assumes on a given day. When asked what his big plans are for the future, Baez 
responded, “My biggest plan is to live my life as much as I can.” Baez simply wants to ensure that he and his girlfriend are happy and enjoying life. So, if you see the “Bagel Guy,” be sure to say hello, ask him about some music and remember to thank him for being a valued member of the Lawrence community.
On Saturday, April 8, Lawrentians tested their baking skills against British homebakers during The Great 
British Bake-off Viewing Party, host-ed at International House. Students made Bakewell Tarts with raspberry jam. While the tarts were in the oven, the bakers enjoyed watching the con-testants in “Season Five, Episode 1” of 
The Great British Bake-off present their own swiss rolls and sponge cakes for judging.
Photos by Larissa Davis.
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most recent one was announced, I had heard many instances of high praise for their 2014 con-cert. Many friends claimed it was one of their favorite concerts at Lawrence, and this—in conjunc-tion with hearing a few professors talk about the 2014 show and the group in general—understand-ably caused a great deal of excite-ment in me. But it is strange what expectations can do. As the per-formance went on, my thoughts on the ensemble were tried and became—for the most part—neg-ative. These conflicting emotions were difficult to feel; I wanted to enjoy it, but felt I could not.Before knowing about the substitutes and discussing the sound with others—before having time to think much about it—I sat in the Chapel not sure what to feel. I cannot recall any other concerts like this—ones I wanted to reso-nate with, but was unable to due to reasons I could not quite put my finger on. While my thoughts were swirling during the performance, nothing was that concrete, merely leaving various details open to set off my negative reactions. A large part of my initial negative response had to do with the two newest pieces, Ted Hearne’s “You are not the guy” and Brad Wells’ “Kalief Browder.” It is also worth noting that these pieces were the only two new ones added to the program from their last Lawrence visit, a small detail, but the more 
Occasionally, I will see a con-cert I am to cover and leave able to appreciate it, but other than that, feel little else. This can be due to a plethora of reasons, some known immediately, some still not figured out and some in between. In the case of Roomful of Teeth’s concert on April 7, it was a dense mix, and this column will take a more selfish form as I work out how this concert affected me—or did not—and what I took from it despite this.The first half of the per-formance was Caroline Shaw’s “Partita for 8 Voices,” the group’s most famous piece. Highlighting the overall talent of what the eight vocalists are capable of, the piece was more intriguing than it was resonating for me. The sounds each of them made were incredible, inhuman at points, but throughout its 25 minutes, the performance lacked the electric-ity and punch the composition deserved. After discussing these sentiments with other attendees, two sources of these problems arose—one being the sound/bal-ance and the other being that half the group was made up of substi-tute vocalists.Nearly every Conservatory student knows the effect the Chapel can have, and it is well known that it can even ruin con-certs. Those who truly under-stand the reverberant acoustic space are usually the ones wield-ing its power, but due to hav-
ing their own soundboard opera-tor, they performed sans Larry Darling, Director of Recording at the Conservatory. This resulted in prominent lows and a generally muddied sound, a disappointment compared to the clarity and walls of sound that make up the record-ed version of “Partita.”The other factor was that the first alto, tenor, baritone and bass-baritone were all substitutes. It was clear they were not incapable of the parts, but from beginning to end, their sound and energy felt off, even slightly unfocused sometimes. It was not until a few days after the concert—right as I began writing this—that I learned about the substitutes, but I am glad it came to my attention as it answered my questions about blend and shared mindset.The source of most of my confusion and discontent was the expectations I had for this performance. Even before this 
     Izzy Yellen
      Columnist
_______________________
Songwriter and instrumen-talist Andrew Bird has followed his own path since the start of his musical career in 2003. He has played in several bands, devel-oped his own solo act in a variety of ways and gained a large fol-lowing. He is known for his vio-lin-centric indie-folk rock sound, which guided most of his releases — until his recent “Echolocations: Canyon.” “Echolocations: Canyon,” released in 2015, is the first of a planned series of site-specific albums recorded in different nat-ural locations. Bird travelled to the ravines of Coyote Gulch in Utah and created an improvisa-tional soundscape spanning seven tracks, 51 minutes, using only his violin and electronics.The music explores the differ-ent sonic qualities of the reverber-ant canyon, including many dif-ferent violin techniques and song structures. Some are rhythmic, created with looping and effect pedals, and some are unstruc-tured improvisations. The first track, “Sweep the Field,” is a long monophonic call into the space above. It incorpo-rates two of Bird’s favorite tech-niques, whistling and pizzicato, in unison. You can hear the sounds bouncing off of the massive rock walls surrounding Bird. It leads smoothly into “Groping The Dark,” the longest piece on the album, which moves through a looping structure obviously influenced by minimalism.Another standout track is “The Return of Yawny,” a follow-up to his 2009 song “Yawny at the Apocalypse.” While this two-chord song is possibly the most repetitive track on the album, the atmosphere is convincing and the timbres of the soundscape keep it interesting. Bird shows his jazz influence as he improvises over 
the slow-flowing accompaniment with strong emotion and full tone. A second track that stands out to me, “Antrozous,” further shows off Bird’s quirky and varied style, fea-turing the unusual col legno tech-nique (striking the strings with the back of the bow).Just by listening, you can get a sense of Bird’s comfort and strength on his instrument. Many pop string players are neither experienced nor comfortable on their instruments, often draw-ing criticism from classically-trained musicians. Bird began to learn violin at age four and later studied violin performance at Northwestern University. He grew up surrounded by classical music and cites famous composers like Ravel and Bartók as his influences. Bird’s thoughtful ear is as important as his musical tech-nique. He has a strong ability to hear the ways in which sound interacts with space. In his words, “Ever since I was a child, I would test different spaces with my voice or whistle or violin. Whatever sound you make, it’s like a giant limb that can reach beyond your fingers.”At times, it is hard to tell which sounds from “Echolocations: Canyon” were created onsite and which were created in studio pro-duction. While the violin domi-nates the musical texture of each song, there are often low drone pitches which seem to take away from the natural quality of the album, though this isn’t a neg-ative; they work well for their respective songs. If you want to learn more about this compelling album, search for the 8-minute accompa-nying film on YouTube. It shows Bird improvising while standing in a shallow creek facing the tall canyon walls. While most of Bird’s other releases are very different from “Echolocations: Canyon,” I would also recommend his 2009 album, “Noble Beast,” to anybody interested in further listening.
On Saturday, April 9, Harper Hall held a guest recital by The Arvay/Younglove Duo. The duo, made up of Brandon Arvay on per-cussion and Matthew Younglove on saxophone, presented a night of contemporary music that con-stantly demanded the attention of the audience. The duo played an interesting set of music that kept the audience guessing what would happen next.To start off the night, Arvay and Younglove each played a solo piece. Arvay performed a piece titled “The Taos Hum,” composed by Steven Snowden. He played four timpani while an eerie electronic track played in the background. The track was a constant hum accompanied by an assortment of rattling noises. Arvay began with brushes, and as the intensity of the piece grew, he switched to mallets. Toward the end of the piece, the sounds 
of a music box filled the hall as the song turned nightmarish. The electronics complemented Arvay well and provided for an entranc-ing performance.During “Release,” by John Fitz Rogers, Younglove joined Arvay on stage, with Arvay now on marimba. The song had a spirit of adventure to it. Midway through, the marimba played a jungle-like rhythm, accompanied by an exotic and crying saxophone melody. The marimba often hovered on two notes while the saxophone played a complex and meander-ing part.After a brief intermission, the duo played their last two piec-es on saxophone and drum set. “Axamer Folio,” by Eric Wubbels, incorporated free improvisation and free jazz. The piece contained many short movements; a favorite movement of mine was one in which Arvay spoke in an impro-vised rhythm, while simultane-ously playing a drum beat that lined up perfectly with his speech. Other movements had a wild and circus-like feeling that was both 
odd and invigorating.The duo ended the night with “Nucleus” by Alex Mincek. The piece contained many contrast-ing parts, beginning with a nearly silent call-and-response sec-tion. Soon enough, the quietness erupted into a loud section, which Younglove described as a combi-nation of heavy metal and funk. This description turned out to be very accurate, and the upbeat and funky section was an audi-ence favorite. Often, huge drum hits were reduced to the quietest and breathiest sounds of the saxo-phone. The combination of drum set and saxophone created an exciting and unique atmosphere in Harper Hall.The Arvay/Younglove Duo played an intriguing set of con-temporary music. Younglove ended the night by thanking the audience and speaking briefly about contemporary music, saying,“if it doesn’t get heard, it doesn’t matter.” Fans of this genre were delighted to see it performed so well by the duo.
Contemporary music duo 
delights audience
    Wendell Leafstedt
     Staff Writer 
__________________________
Roomful of Teeth perform in Lawrence Memorial Chapel.
Photo by Angelica Hurtado.
Roomful of Teeth
   Bridget Bartal
     Staff Writer
________________________
Andrew Bird’s 
“Echolocations: Canyon”
Album Review
I think of it, the more I wish they had varied their program, even though I was not at the 2014 per-formance. Friends that attended both concerts, neither, or, like me, one, agreed that a fresher reper-toire would have been ideal.Again, I learned about the program similarities after the fact; my main unsettlement came from the pieces’ subject matter and how they were performed. Both dealt with race, but in ways that seemed preachy, forced and lack-ing substance. Although I appreci-ate that privileged composers are sharing awareness about racism through their music, the fact that eight white vocalists were singing compositions by white compos-
ers about a black victim or black experience left a weird taste in my mouth. On the one hand, I was glad they were taking a stance through art, but on the other hand, I felt they did little beyond sharing the fact that it is a bad thing that happens. Because of prior knowl-edge and the program notes, I was expecting more sensitivity, but it was not delivered.It is not easy for me to write a negative review, but even from this concert positive things can be gleaned. I am grateful that my experience with Roomful of Teeth forced me to continually confront my conflicting feelings throughout and afterwards.
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   Staff Writer 
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Students perform in spite of 
Denmark Vessey’s absence
Although Denmark Vessey was unable to show up last Saturday night, April 8, due to an overbooked flight, the show went on as various musically talented Lawrence students performed 
in spite of the esteemed rap art-ist’s absence.  The students were all part of Students of Lawrence (SOL) Studios: Sterling Boyd, Jacques Fehr and Daniel Green. All three showed off their rapping 
skills on the Esch Hurvis Studio stage for a rather large audience. The event was sponsored by the WLFM radio station.
ARTIST SPOTLIGHT:  
JACOB DALTON
Senior Jacob Dalton’s passion for theatre began early. His first acting experience occurred when he starred in the play “Pirates of Penzance,” capturing the lead role at just ten years old. Inspired by parents who encouraged him to further his craft, Jacob partici-pated in acting competitions in both middle and high school and attended Interlochen’s Art Camp for four summers, thrice for musi-cal theatre and once for creative writing. Now, as senior graduating with a theatre arts major and a creative writing minor, Jacob has starred in a total of 13 plays at Lawrence. He will also play the lead role in the theatre depart-ment’s rendition of “Gint” by Romulus Linney this term, which will serve as his senior experi-ence for his theatre arts major with an acting focus. As for his creative writing minor, Jacob says he has been writing stories since he was a kid and that, after com-ing to Lawrence, “I realized I could fit [the minor] in, and said ‘why not?’”
Besides acting and remain-ing heavily involved in theatre at Lawrence, Jacob has also served as the president of the Delta Tau Delta fraternity and as both a student class representative and Student Welfare Chair for the Lawrence University Community Council (LUCC). Jacob remarks that it was difficult to keep up with these extra-curricular activi-ties and succeed in his academics with all of the play rehearsals, but it was ultimately worth the chal-lenge. In fact, keeping up academ-ics — in addition to excelling at theatre — was a goal that brought Jacob to Lawrence in the first place, since having context for his work is, to him, a very important part of creating good art. One of Jacob’s highlights of acting at Lawrence occurred when he played the role of Skelly, a wrongfully murdered outcast in Lanford Wilson’s Pulitzer Prize-winning play “The Rimers of Eldritch” during his sophomore year. Though this role had only a four-and-a-half minute mono-logue — a small feat compared to the eight-minute monologue Jacob delivered last term in the lead role of Ginsberg in the opera studies’ production of “Hydrogen 
Jukebox” — Jacob remarks that the experience was both difficult and enlightening for him. As he puts it, “I had never been cast as someone so different from myself before.” Jacob gratefully acknowledg-es the role that all of the profes-sors in the theatre department have played in helping him suc-ceed at Lawrence. “Having sup-portive teachers and directors has seriously improved my skill set through these four years,” he says.After graduation, Jacob will work as artistic director on a product launch for a technology business in Washington, D.C. He says he will miss the people of Lawrence most of all when he graduates and also notes that he will miss the readily-available opportunities here, since out in the real world those can be harder to come by naturally. To any who are interested in theatre, or any passion for that matter, he says, “Do not be afraid to audition or get involved.” Jacob proves that with hard work, dedication and a willingness to take advantage of available opportunities, one can pursue their passions to a whole new level at Lawrence and beyond. Photo by Taylor Blackson.
LUSO prepares 
split program
This Spring Term, the Lawrence University Symphony Orchestra (LUSO) will devi-ate from its usual concert cycle. Instead of performing a few sym-phonic works all together in one concert, the ensemble has tempo-rarily divided into two groups that will present two unique programs for the first half of their concert cycle this term.The first concert will feature one chamber orchestra perform-ing George Frideric Handel’s “The Messiah” with the Lawrence University Choirs and selected soloists on Friday, April 21 at 8 p.m. in the Lawrence Memorial Chapel. This piece, which was first premiered 275 years ago, chronicles the life and death of the Christian Jesus as well as the Biblical prophecy regarding these happenings and the world’s reac-tion to his coming. This piece hails from the Baroque period of music, so in addition to incorporating harpsichord, several string play-ers will be using Baroque bows for this performance in order to per-form the piece in its original style with utmost integrity. Assistant Professor of Music and Director of Orchestral Studies Mark Dupere will conduct the ensemble for this 
three-part masterwork.The second concert will fea-ture the rest of the orchestra in a performance of Sergei Prokofiev’s “Peter and the Wolf” and the world premiere of recent graduate (’16) Stephanie Sundberg’s “Curiously Deliberate.” This performance will be the same weekend as “The Messiah” on Sunday, April 23 at 3 p.m. in the Lawrence Memorial Chapel. “Peter and the Wolf” cen-ters on the adventures of a young boy named Peter and his inter-actions with his grandfather and various animals in his backyard. Both speakers in the orchestra and the music itself weave togeth-er to tell this tale by clearly rep-resenting different characters in the story. This performance will be geared toward community outreach and include an “instru-ment petting zoo” after the perfor-mance, allowing audience mem-bers to learn more about and even try out various instruments with the assistance of students in the orchestra. Lawrence’s women’s music fraternity Sigma Alpha Iota (SAI) will be facilitating outreach with nearby schools in the weeks leading up to the performance to encourage attendance from stu-dents in the Appleton commu-nity. For this concert, Assistant Professor of Music Matthew Arau will conduct both “Peter and the Wolf” and Stephanie Sundberg’s 
  McKenzie Fetters
   Staff Writer 
________________________
Jacques Fehr performs in Esch Hurvis Studio.
Photo by Hikari Mine.
See page 10
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Letters to the Editor can be sent in to Opinions & Editorials Editor, Cassie Gitkin at gitkinc@lawrence.edu. 
We review all letters and consider them for publication. The Lawrentian staff reserves the right to edit for 
clarity, decency, style and space. All letters should be submitted on the Monday before publication, and 
should not be more than 350 words.
STAFF EDITORIAL
The Value of a Liberal Arts Education
Former, current and prospective students have been given a mere 47 words to answer one mas-sive question: “Why Lawrence?” While this question appears on so many different college applications, Lawrence applicants have to be brief, creative and convincing in just a paragraph. While this approach to the dreaded college essay makes Lawrence stand out with its resistance to the conventional, it also begs students to contemplate whether going to college is actually worth it. Going to college and getting a degree are being emphasized now more than ever. College offers its great moments, like getting an education in a field you’re passionate about, meeting people from all over the globe and finding a personal identity. It also has its drawbacks: tuition now costs more than it ever has; college students go through four years of intense pressure to compete and succeed. College fresh-men face a world of issues that they have yet to experience in their lives up until their parents drop them off on campus for the first time. The 2017-18 school year at Lawrence will cost about 3% more than it did this year. At just 18 years old, students are taking out loans that cost more than a new car. For many, the degree is not worth the cost. A 2014 report from the Federal Reserve Bank of New York  showed that 8% of liberal arts gradu-ates were unemployed; more than 52% of the graduates were working in entry-level positions that did not require a degree. Instead of receiving support for pursuing a higher education, students, especially in the liberal arts, get criticized for having ‘impractical interests.’ On the positive end of the spectrum, many employers are starting to find value in a liberal arts education; critical thinking skills and flexibility of liberal arts degrees are becoming more attractive on a resume. A study by the Association of American Colleges and Universities (AACU) showed that while liberal arts graduates make less than their pre-professional peers right out of undergraduate schooling, liberal arts graduates enjoy a larger peak income down the line. Lawrence, in particular, proudly boasts that 99% of graduates will have a job or be in graduate school within the first 6 months after gradua-tion. Lawrence also ranks among the top 50 schools for most generous alumni, showing the incredible satisfaction of graduates from Lawrence.With so much to say about the value of education in 2017, it can be difficult to summarize its worth into just 47 words. We at The Lawrentian, however, love a challenge, and have formulated our response to that age-old question, “Why Lawrence?” in exactly 47 words:
An education at Lawrence is not about the price or the number of credits needed for a degree. It’s not 
about discussing Plato with friends or sleeping in hammocks in the spring. It’s about finding yourself and 
what the world means to you. And that’s worth enough.
The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. 
All facts are as provided by the authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, 
which represents a majority of the editorial board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using 
the parameters outlined in the masthead.
On April 6, 2017, Donald Trump ordered 59 cruise missiles on Syria’s Shayrat air base. In his address to the public, Trump used language that rationalized the air strikes based on humanitarian issues. In regard to the chemi-cal agents used against the Syrian people, he state: “no child of God should ever suffer such horror.”He ended his speech saying, “we ask for God’s wisdom as we face the challenge of our very troubled world.” Throughout the speech, he built America’s empathy for the victims of the chemical attacks in order to defend the airstrikes. He used language that drew on religious beliefs to defend the airstrikes in the name of God. By outlining the horrors of the Syrian child victims in the chemi-cal attack and using religious lan-guage, Trump disguised the air-strikes as a purer action, painting the United States as Syria’s savior.While numbers vary drasti-cally, the Syrian Center for Policy Research reported in 2016 that 470,000 lives have been lost in the Syrian Crisis. According to the BBC, the conflict has become more complicated as Turkish-
backed Kurdish troops control the Northeast part of Syria, but ISIS and the Russian- and Iranian-backed Syrian government com-pete for control over major cit-ies. America, opposing the Assad regime in Syria, claims to pro-vide limited military support to moderate rebel groups. However, 86 people died as a result of the chemical attacks. While every life lost is one that should be mourn-ed, the sudden need to act “for the children” is suspicious. It is hypocritical of Trump and his supporters to deplore and close our borders to refugees who only want to escape the ris-ing violence and chaos in Syria. America is unable to learn from its past. Almost every time we have removed a dictator from power, it has resulted in a power vacuum in which the dictator was replaced with someone worse who desta-bilized their country. These coun-tries were left with incompetent governments, poor conditions for the people and struggling econo-mies. Using language such as “the children of God” or actions such as “praying for the victims” paints a false picture that the United States of America actually has Syrian children’s best interests at heart. This would be believable if we did not let our fear of terrorists mask our empathy and humanity 
regarding the Syrian refugees. While this conflict may have originally started with peaceful protests for democracy and com-plaints about high unemployment, restrictions on freedoms and cor-ruption, it has turned into a civil war with international players getting involved in a proxy war. When a child dies, I do not think their families comprehend or even care if the cause was their own government, ISIS or rebel groups. All they care about is that their child is dead. America’s use of Syria as a proxy war against Russia and Iran has caused desta-bilization in Syria. According to the BBC, 85% of Syrians live in poverty and 6.3 million people have become internally displaced. “Winning” in Syria is almost impossible because of the differ-ent groups, both local and inter-national, that are involved in the war. If we continue to act like we have an active hand in the stabilization of Syria, we have to open our doors to the families that have been displaced as a result of the conflict. By closing our doors to refugees, we allow terror-ist groups to use our President’s rhetoric as a recruiting point and the Assad regime to label the U.S. an enemy. 
The U.S. Does Not Care 
About The Syrian People
 Henry Dykstal 
 Staff Writer
_________________________
The Alt-Right is Lying 
to You (Again)
I really wish I did not have to type the words “alt-right” given that such a concept inherently does not exist. “White national-ists” is a much better descriptor. “Bigots” is a good descriptor. Hell, “aspiring fascists” is the best one, which is why it is weird that all of a sudden they seem to be doing things that are downright leftist in tone. Advocating for single-payer universal healthcare? Claiming that the Iraq war was a mis-take? Condemning the Syria air strikes? These sound like things a Democrat would say. These are lies. The alt-right is lying to you. Again. In a way, Trump is perfect for people who think democracy is a joke and con-sider Putin the leader of the Free White Christian world (which isn’t particularly white or Christian but is pretty free, although they want to take that away) since they lie at roughly equal rates. So here is what I am going to explain: for the most part, the alt-right loves the same thing regular conservatives love—they just love them in dif-ferent ways. Let’s start with Syria. Now, the Syrian civil war is a very compli-cated thing, which I will not be able to explain adequately in the space allotted in this column, but here is the basic gist: a dictator who governs without too much religious influence is being fought by people who consider him a tyrant and also by people who do not think he is tyrannical enough. He, in turn, has responded by being a monster, using chemical weapons and dirty bombs to kill his own people. This is horrible and unjust and there is really no solution here: back him and you back evil. Get rid of him and you get Putin very angry and there is also the possibility that ISIS associates take over the country. Do nothing and you watch more and more horrible news stories. Do something and you very likely make the problem infinitely worse like with Iraq and Afghanistan. Most people on the left do not want to get involved except for taking refugees because they believe that there is no way to fix it. It is too late and there is noth-ing we could do except escalate the conflict. The alt-right believe some-thing different: they have no prob-lem with what Assad is doing. They see him as a secular force fighting off the Muslim horde (an 
inaccurate image on several levels, to put it bluntly) and do not want white people to die fighting a war to help brown people (however accurate that statement may be). Yet when Trump says something like storming into Iraq and con-fiscating their oil (which I should mention is impossible on virtu-ally every level), they cheer. That is the thing about them: they are not opposed to intervention, they are opposed to it on humanitar-
ian grounds and optics. If Trump announced he was invading Syria to kill Muslims, they would cheer. There is also their idea that an elite group of Jews control the world and are convincing Trump to do things they like, but this is classic anti-Semitism. Nobody would take Bill Kristol’s advice on anything, and these people are too dumb to realize that. As for the social safety net, this is classic tactic of far right movements: plant your foot in the enemy’s territory and claim it for yourself. Kasich in Ohio (though he is not alt-right by any means) did this very well with the Medicaid expansion in Ohio. He enjoys a 66 percent approval rat-ing, and that includes Democrats even though he is a pro-life fun-damentalist. The populist move-ments in Europe have had similar success with Brexit (saying they would take the EU money and put it in the NHS, which was a lie), France (where Le Pen has been saying she will increase it) and Germany (where they decry Merkel’s austerity policies). Now, I am not going to be insulting too much by claiming this is all cynical posturing. I have no doubt they really do believe in “taking care of our people.” But think about what they mean when they say that—who are their people? What constitutes “taking care of”? You begin to realize that many of them mean “whites only.” The GOP probably could have passed the AHCA (American Health Care Act) if they said it was a universal plan only for white people. That is what it comes down to: hate. Behind all of Le Pen being “nice” is the same woman who rants that the French govern-ment didn’t hand over Jews to the Nazis (they did). Behind every alt-right person praising Canada’s health care system is a person who would gladly watch someone with darker skin die. Behind every one of their calls for peace is their belief that Assad is a hero. Do not believe them—liars are not worth your time.
                        
       Rrita Osmani
                           Staff Writer
____________________________________
“Curiously Deliberate,” which was selected from among the 2016 senior compositions.Both concerts are free and open to the public, and each ensemble will showcase a per-formance atypical to the LUSO concert norm. All are encouraged 
to attend to broaden their musi-cal horizons, support their fellow Lawrentians in these ensembles and enjoy great performances resulting from the hard work and dedication of many individuals.
LUSO prepares split program
continued from page 9
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Antonia Keenan
Staff Writer
____________________________________
The realities of the incompe-tence of our current regime is shocking and upsetting to me as a twenty-year-old wondering where my adult life will take me. Whether it is Spicer’s “Holocaust Centers” gaff or Trump’s total switch on Assad and Syria, what I keep wondering is where are the experts? Where are the grown-ups? Trump’s reliance on cable news for his information fills me with existential dread. Our presi-dent seems to be operating on the same understanding of world pol-itics as the people who voted him into power. While I totally object to this administration and their policies on a moral and ideologi-cal level, what isn’t always made explicitly clear when people talk about the current administration is how dangerous their incompe-tence is.Our governance is not a game. Our elected officials’ jobs are to turn our collective beliefs and desires into a national agenda and into policy. This enormous responsibility is so categorically different and exponentially more 
important than beauty pageants and reality television. The fact is, Trump is not very smart and the smart people he surrounds him-self with are dangerous and power hungry. A thinking person cannot possibly believe the infighting in the White House will result in jobs, healthcare or justice. Trump and his cabinet are not qualified to lead our country.Recently I have wondered how history will tell the story of all of us. We let ourselves be continu-ally outraged by Trump’s actions and garbled words that we read about on our screens and then we get back to what we were doing before. Let me be very clear, Trump should not be trusted with the nuclear codes, the Bully Pulpit or executive authority. Each of these bizarre incidents followed by a non-apology and spin doc-toring clearly paints the Trump administration for what it is. We are led by a Christian jihadist crusader for Chief Strategist, the Avatar of wacky Christian funda-mentalism as VP, a crony capital-ist as Secretary of State and a know-nothing predator as chief executive. What should we expect to happen when we hand the car keys to the worst facets of our society?Even if you are not moved 
Where Are the Adults?
Jonathan Rubin
Columnist
________________________
Content warning: mentions of 
sexual violence, reporting.As the anniversary of a spe-cific rapist’s second removal from campus comes upon us, I think it is time for us as Lawrentians, and me, as SAASHA (Student Alliance against Sexual Harassment and Assault) Vice Chair, to be reflec-tive. What has happened in the past year? Have we furthered edu-cation about safe sex and consent? Has our administration taken sex-ual violence more seriously? Have people been held accountable for their actions in our community? Has the work that survivors have spearheaded been recognized? Do people feel safer after a year of activism? Are people healing?I will not recount his crimes; what happened is public knowl-edge and should not be credited with any change that has occurred on our campus. I will however, describe the first Wednesday of Spring Term 2016. At 8 p.m. nearly seventy people shoved into the Diversity Center, looking for a place to express their anger, sadness, confusion and ques-tions. That night, Hannah Shryer told us what she knew about the arrest, any public knowledge and reviewed what SAASHA’s plans were. As a group we fielded ques-tions, brainstormed what to do next, and tried to support each person in that room. Then, Oumou Cisse and Catherine Bentley ‘16 led a sign-making session, pre-paring for the daily protests that would take place outside both Sampson and Raymond house. It was extremely painful. Honestly, it was hard for me to get up in the mornings, know-ing I’d have days full of meetings and questions, trying to advocate for survivors and not scream “we told you so” at everyone I met was difficult. Campus felt cold and frightened. I know I was not alone in that sentiment. Now, a year later, those feelings have shifted. Things at Lawrence are not perfect. As SAASHA mem-bers like to say—we wish we didn’t have to be here. I wish that sexual assault was nonexistent on our campus and that people knew how to talk about safe and good sex. So much of this problem is one of consent and communica-tion. Yet the support of staff mem-bers like Erin Buenzli and other SHARE (Sexual Harassment and Assault Resources and Education) members has convinced me that there are staff and faculty here who are just as willing as students to put in critical and difficult work on this subject. First and foremost, the policy has changed. We used to func-tion under a policy where when a complaint was filed, the Dean of 
the Faculty acting as the Title IX Coordinator would reach out, the outside investigator would start her investigation and compile a report of her findings, then that report would be given to the Vice President for Student Affairs. This has been changed as of Spring Term 2017. Now when a complaint is filed, the Title IX Coordinator reaches out, the outside inves-tigator starts her investigation and compiles a report of her find-ings and that report is given to a hearing panel of five trained and screened staff and faculty mem-bers. The hearing panel decides sanctioning and a separate appeal board handles appeals.In the past year, we have removed the Title IX Coordinator position from under the Dean of the Faculty; it is now a stand-alone position held by Kim Jones. I cannot stress the impact of this change. It gives anyone with an issue that falls under Title IX the attention their problem deserves. Kim Jones is a thoughtful, gen-uine alumna committed to sup-porting students. Erin Buenzli found a grant to fund Cathy Kaye’s (’13) position at Lawrence as our Campus Advocate. Cathy is com-pletely confidential and works for the Sexual Assault Crisis Center (SACC) in Appleton. She is here to help students through any part of the process. She guides students through accommodations, sup-port groups, counseling and the choice to report. She is energetic and full of ideas. Because of these staff and faculty, I no longer feel like the burden only rests on stu-dents’ shoulders to fight for survi-vors to be heard and perpetrators held accountable.SAASHA and SHARE have also been given a slot at Welcome Week for the incoming freshman class. This gives us an opportu-nity to start a conversation about consent, healthy relationships and bystanderism with each student once they arrive. Unfortunately, this presentation is not manda-tory, but I promise you that the people who are organizing it are trying to make it so.The most important part about the work of the past year for me has been two-fold. First, I have been given the gift of statistics. The information that Kim has compiled and shared has been so important. Did you know that most assaults on our campus take place during a survivor’s fresh-man year? Did you know that many assaults take place after someone has been invited to sleep over, but not to have sex? Did you know that in the mid-2000s, there were years when there were zero reports of sexual violence? Learning all of this has given me a clearer picture of our campus and how we need to educate and pro-vide support. Second, I’ve met so many people who feel less alone. 
I read once that “being a survi-vor is being a part of a club you never wanted to join. But once you’re in it, you’re in it for life. And it’s the strongest group of people you could ever imagine.” The people who have shared their stories with me give me more than I can say. I am so proud of you. I believe you. After taking all the great work of both my peers and SHARE into account, I still am at a crossroads. I know that I feel safer on campus, yet I know that this most likely comes from the fact that I have spent three years here engaging with people about this topic and educating myself. People know me as “that loud feminist who does SAASHA and talks with her hands.” I also wonder if my safety is simply found in the fact that I have been at Lawrence for three years. I have not been in a room completely filled with strangers since my freshman year. I feel safe at parties because there is not a building I have not been in. I feel safe in Appleton because I do not go downtown. I feel safe on cam-pus because my rapist does not go here; I know my safety is not analogous to anyone else’s. I’ve been asking freshman how they experience rape culture at Lawrence. They seem to do what I did: stay with friends at par-ties, say that someone is their significant other, try to avoid eye contact with creeps. Yet, the same phrases come up: I didn’t explic-itly say no. I didn’t want to be rude. I was so drunk. I asked them to stay over.  I am so tired of hearing all the different ways we blame ourselves for our trauma. When I led a conversation with a group of survivors after the elec-tion, we talked about which kind of knives to keep on ourselves. There were mentions of creating an anonymous public list of our rapists. All these ideas and more are founded on the truth that we are not truly safe anywhere when we live in a culture that feeds on sexual violence. There are ghosts at Lawrence, wounds that may never fully heal, and there are still perpetrators on our campus. I invite anyone who feels like they can to find Cathy Kaye at the Wellness Center and confidential-ly tell her your story. Even if it was years ago. Even if it did not hap-pen here. Even if is your friend’s story but you still think about it all the time. Even if you do not really know what it is. She, or any other confidential resource, can help.After a year, I do believe we are better. If I did not believe that, I could not do the work that I do. I feel comfortable telling freshman to come here and I love telling people about the progress we’ve made. Let me know how you feel—it has been a year.
I have only been to an anime convention once before. I did not intend on cosplaying, so I wore a corset. I learned fairly quick-ly that going to a con in street clothing will make you stand out much more than going in full cos-tume. When I bought my ticket for Anime Central this spring, I immediately started preparing a cosplay. The cosplay I had in mind was fairly simple, so I thought it wouldn’t be difficult.First lesson learned: there is no such thing as a simple cosplay. Little did I know, I was in for a wild ride.The items I needed for my cosplay were a school uniform, uniform style shoes, fake glasses and a wig. All of these are fair-ly typical items to be used for cosplay and there are plenty of companies specifically market to cosplayers, so I assumed it would not be too difficult. At first, my hopes were confirmed.I found shoes that met the criteria at a Salvation Army for approximately $5. I know from more experienced cosplayers that thrift shops are the best place to shop on a budget, and I was grate-ful to have my existing knowledge confirmed. I was able to find the style of glasses I wanted for $1.50 on eBay, as well as a reasonable quality version of the wig I wanted for under $20. All in all, I was feel-ing pretty good.Then we got to the uniform. Pre-made cosplay does exist, but only for characters in popular fandoms and requires financial means far beyond what a college student can typically afford. Fortunately, many Japanese-style school uniforms are avail-able for a relatively low price on eBay. I found a set that matched my specifications and assumed I would be done.
Several hours of Google search-ing and at least a small bucket of tears later, all I have to say is I was unaware of how many items of clothing simply did not exist until I intended to buy them for cosplay. If there is an algorithm for determining which items are stock and which are specialty, I certainly don’t know it.Changes as simple as adding a mere two or three inches to a skirt or changing the color of an item can jack up the price as much as 150%. Save for the glass-es, there is not a single article of clothing that I did not end up purchasing twice due to issues with the product not matching the description or my own inaccuracy in determining what material I would need.Although I was prepared to do some work constructing my own clothing, I did not have any reason to think I would need to make any complicated modifications or jump through too many hoops. I cannot imagine how much more difficult the process of finding clothes must be for people who are not conventionally thin or people who do not have access to sewing materials. And this is con-sidered an “easy” cosplay.I will have spent a significant chunk of my pay for this term and at least twelve hours of emotional and physical labor on a costume I will wear for two days and likely never even look at again after the con. And I can’t even guarantee it will look good.Not only is cosplay difficult and expensive, but the reputation that cosplayers have for being self-loathing and masochistic is definitely earned. I am only about halfway done creating my cos-tume and so far the amount of stress that this project has created for me has definitely outweighed the benefits.That being said, I am fairly cer-tain I will do it again. I guess some people just never learn.
by the overwhelming moral and ideological arguments against Trump—which, at this point, you better be— we need to start admitting that this is new uncharted territory for our coun-try. I do not care how much you did not like Jimmy Carter, I do not care if the cut of Obama’s jeans made him look matronly to you, we now have a government we should have no confidence in. We are the biggest threat to world peace. The Trump adminis-tration’s actions and policies will undoubtedly enact violence on 
more Americans then ISIS. White America has a lot of non-problems that privileged people like to pretend are real problems: Trans people using the bath-room, gay people getting married, women having access to medical care or communities having a say in how they are policed. The real problems we face as a country, cli-mate change, mass incarceration, our inherited geopolitical climate can never be solved by a reality television president. We cannot continue being too afraid to work on the problems that matter. 
Anti-intellectualism is not rad-ical. We need to pick leaders who are engaging critically with histo-ry and asking the questions “what role ought the United States play in world politics?” and “how can the United States better serve all Americans?” I would be lying if I said I have lost all of my optimism. Trump is going to keep blubbering and messing up. At some point, we have to realize as a country that we are the adults we are waiting for. No one is coming to help. It is on us.
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What are you looking forward to at Cabaret?
PHOTO POLL Victor NguyenStaff Photographer
“I am looking forward to the dancing 
performance, especially Vietnamese 
Totem Bird Dance and K pop dance.”
—Kin Le
“I will come to watch and support my 
international Lawrence friends! They 
all participated in the show!”
—Liam Wood
“This is my second Cabaret at 
Lawrence. For this Cabaret I just 
want everybody to have fun and 
enjoy the show!”
—Daniel Vaca
“As a member of the Lawrence 
International Student Board, I want to 
cooperate with Cabaret’s performers 
to popularize the diversity of culture 
for all Lawrentians and audiences.” 
—Kazuma Noguchi
“The fashion show and its diversity 
of culture is the thing I am looking 
forward to!” 
— Shu Yamamoto
“I am really excited to see the Cabaret’s 
fashion show! Its beautiful variety in 
costume’s color and pattern from many 
different cultures always amazed me!”
—Abbosali Abbosov
Selection Timeline
